
  RULE PROPOSALS 2016   
 

Circuit 

Proposed by Kaycee Harbin – Rulebook pg. 33 – Make Co-Approved rodeos count towards 

the rodeo count to qualify for circuit finals. 

 
Proposed by Ann Peterson - Rulebook pg. 33 - 8.4.3. Rodeos may request co-approval for 

one or more circuits. Criteria will be as follows: (a) rodeo must be within 150 miles of the 

border of the additional circuit; (b) points will count towards both circuits; (c) rodeo will not 

count as one of the required circuit rodeo count, nor will it add to the number of rodeos 

required for the following circuit year. See Rule 10.1.13. 8.5. 

 
The part of the rule that I request be revised is 8-4-3 (c). I have been told many times that the 

circuit rodeos are for those members who have obligations that are such that they cannot haul 

outside of their circuit because of work constraints. Because of this, it is very challenging for 

many members to compete in enough rodeos to meet the minimum circuit count to qualify for 

their finals. 

 
I have talked to several ladies in our circuit who also thought this rule change would be 

beneficial. I also believe this will benefit the rodeos that are co-approved with potential for 

more entries, which in turn would offer increased payout to competitors. 

 
Proposed by Margo Ransom - Rulebook pg. 33 - If the PRCA doesn’t change this rule: 

Count co-approved as part of the rodeo count. 

Proposed by Mary Burger - Rulebook pg. 33 - I propose rule 10.1.13 a) read “rodeo must 

be within 100 actual road miles of the border of the additional circuit”. As the “Crow   

flies” is to vague resulting in driving extra miles over the rule stated. We had 45 Badlands 

Circuit rodeos in 2014, 24 in circuit 21 co approvals. We need to get back to why the Circuit 

System was created. The Circuit system was created for the weekend competitors who can’t 

rodeo full time due to commitments of family and jobs. Having nearly 50% of our circuit 

rodeos (co approvals) out of circuit boundaries this results in more time/expenses to the 

members resulting in a trailer race to qualify for the Circuit Finals. To stay in the running for 

the “Circuit” Finals the top 20+ members have a choice to make when a co approval gets 

approved and its 400+ miles from home and they only need $30 to qualify for the finals. This 

comes down to who can afford to run the trailer race. My solution is to limit the co approvals 

per circuit. 

Example: Badlands Circuit had 21 co approvals in 2014 limit that to 10 co approvals. 

Clean-up 

Proposed by Patti McCutchen 

- pg. 22 - 4.1.3.1 Please add the word “and” before Wilderness and delete the word “and” 

right before Turquoise. 

- pg. 22 - 4.1.3.2 This rule is exactly like 4.1.3.1   I believe we should split rule 4.1.3.1 at 

the point where it addresses directors taking office in 2017 and place it here on 4.1.3.2. That 

would go with the formatting from the 2014 rulebook. 

- pg. 23 - 4.1.4.1 is mixed up.  Please reference 2014 rule book and rule proposals to correct. 

It appears something was pasted here by mistake. It is also the same language as 8.4.2 that 

has some corrections on the website under rulebook updates. Please update rule 4.1.4.1 when 

correction language is addressed. 

- pg. 32 - 8.4.2 See corrections requested above in 4.1.4.1 

- pg. 49 - 9.3.16 Typo Please change and to an 

- pg. 77 - Rule 11.1.5.5. Please separate the bottom portion of the rule that begins with 

“Producers of WPRA approved Lead Sanctioned” and renumber that bottom portion 11.2 and 

title Possible Alternate Lead Sanction payoff or delete bottom section completely. 

- pg. 90, 99 - 14.1.6.3 was to be moved to chapter 20. It was added to chapter 21 rather than 

chapter 20. So please move rule 21.4 to Chapter 20 where it is relevant. 

- pg. 105 - Futurity 1.1.2 correct typo reregistration to registration 

- pg. 106 - Page 106 Futurity numbering 1.1.5 and 1.1.6 appear twice 

- pg. 109 - Futurity 1.2.7.3 delete the word “to” 

- pg. 112 - Futurity 1.3.7.3 delete the word “to 

- pg. 112 - Futurity 1.3.7.5 Is this still 30 or is it 14 days? 

- pg. 114 - Futurity 1.4.7.3 Delete the word “to” 

- pg. 116 - Futurity 1.5.7.3 Delete the word “to” 

- pg. 117 - Futurity 1.6.7.3 Delete the word “to” 

- pg. 119 - Futurity 1.7.7.3 Delete the word “to” 

 
Proposed by Lynn Brown 

- pg. 32 - 8.4 Circuit Designation I am reading some duplication here Maybe the requirements 

can be “bullet points” a,b,c,... 

- pg. 107 - 1.2.4 Approval for futurity derby is 14 days 

 
Proposed by WPRA Office 

- pg. 98 - 19.1.1 Any member competing in a WPRA event must comply with the Patch 

Sponsorship Program. Individuals must honor first right of refusal for all National Sponsors. 

Any member wishing to participate in the Patch Sponsorship Program must have the sponsor 

contact the WPRA PRCA office and register the patch with the WPRA on http://www. 

prorodeo.com/prorodeo/membership/prca-patch-program before it can be worn in 

competition...... 

 
pg. 8 - 1.3.4.1. The WPRA “Dues paying year” shall commence on January 1 of each year 

and run through midnight of December 31 the same year. Annual dues shall be payable 

on or before December 31 of the calendar year preceding the dues paying year. Dues for 

WPRA card, permit, junior, active gold card members received in the WPRA office between 

December 31 January 1 and February 1 will be assessed a $25 late fine. WPRA card, permit, 

junior, active gold card member dues received in the WPRA office after February 1 will be 

assessed a $50 late fine. 

 
pg. 123 - 1.1.5. WPRA Roping membership begins January 1 and runs through December 

31. Dues for WPRA Roping card members received in the WPRA office between December 

31 January 1 and February 1 will be assessed a fifteen dollar ($15) service charge. Dues 

received in the WPRA office after February 1 will be assessed a twenty-five dollar ($25) 

office charge. 

- pg. 14 - 1.4.1. These Bylaws, rules and regulations shall be governed by the laws of the State 

of Colorado. If a member, after exhausting all remedies available within the WPRA, files suit 

or other action against the WPRA, such suit or action must be filed and litigated in El 

Paso County, Colorado; provided the suit or action involves a claim for which federal courts 

have exclusive jurisdiction, then, the suit may be is filed in the U.S. District Court for the 

District of Colorado in Denver, Colorado. This provision is intended also to apply to a former 

member who files a suit against the WPRA and whose claim arose while such a member was 

a member of the WPRA. 

- pg. 34 - 8.7 At Circuit Finals Only, five percent (5%) six percent (6%) is held out... 

- pg. 70 - 10.9 Day Money System 

- pg. 87 - 12.12.2 Markers may be pointed metal stake, horseshoe, I-bold or can with a chain, 

zip-tie or rope attached to the end of it. Cover the object, leaving only chain or rope on top of 

the ground. 

 
Divisional Circuit 

Proposed by Eileen Lang - Rulebook pg. 99, 101 - At 4D Barrel Races Co-Approvals that 

2D money also count for standings in the WPRA, as some rodeos the span between 1st and 

the rest of the placing is a 1/2 second. 

 
Election 

Proposed by Marlene McRae - Rulebook pg. 16 - 2.2.1 Add: Or be an active Gold Card 

Member. 

 
- pg. 16 - Vice President: 2.3.1 Add: Or be an active Gold Card Member 

- pg. 16 - 2.3.1 Amend the Vice president’s term: for a total of (2) two years. 

 
Equine  Medications: 

Proposed by Dillon McPherson 

- Change 18.6.13 If the chemical analysis of the sample taken from such horse indicates 

the presence of a forbidden substance or any metabolite or analogue thereof and all the 

requirements of 18.11 have been fully complied with, the information contained in said 

Equine Drugs and Medications Report Form and any other relevant evidence will be 

considered by the WPRA Equine Drugs and Medications Committee, in consultation with 

the United States Equestrian Federation Equine Drugs and Medications Program staff, 

in determining whether a rule violation was committed by any person(s) responsible or 

accountable for the condition of the horse under the provisions of this rule. to If the chemical 

analysis of the sample taken from such horse indicates the presence of a forbidden substance 

or any metabolite or analogue thereof and all the requirements of 18.11 have been fully 

complied with, then the therapeutic administration of forbidden substances will be permitted. 

 
- Remove (18.11 does not apply) from entire document (18.10.1.c, 18.10.1.e, 18.10.3.b, 

18.10.4.i, 18.10.4.j). 

 
- Remove 18.11.1.b The horse must be withdrawn from competition for a period of not less 

than 24 hours after the medication is administered. 

 
- Change 18.11.5 Where all the requirements of 18.11 have been fully complied with, the 

information contained in said Equine Drugs and Medications Report Form, the Annual Lasix 

and Dantrolene Report Form, and any other relevant evidence will be considered by the 

WPRA Equine Drugs and Medications Committee, upon consultation with the United States 

Equestrian Federation Equine Drugs and Medications Program staff, in determining whether 

a rule violation was committed by any person(s) responsible or accountable for the condition 

of the horse under the provisions of this rule. to Where all the requirements of 18.11 have 

been fully complied with, the therapeutic administration of forbidden substances will be 

permitted. 

 
- Add It will be stated in the ground rules of the rodeo that testing will take place. (Like 

Calgary and Houston do) 

 
New Preferences 

Proposed by Dillon McPherson - Add “out if slack” entry option like PRCA has. 

 
Proposed by Kelly Bruner - For entries to PROCOM, a valid entry will be: 1st preference or 

drawn out. 

 
The PRCA has this entry format and there is no reason that it shouldn’t be a valid preference 

for the WPRA contestants. If there is only one day that a contestant can compete at a certain 

event, she shouldn’t have to enter, then release- and pay fines and fees. 

 
Proposed by Lisa Kaul - I also propose that the WPRA barrel racers at sanctioned rodeos 

be able to give a “1st preference or out” when entering thru PROCOM (just as the PRCA 
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members are allowed to do). I have been drawn up to run at as many as 4 different rodeos 

ON THE SAME DAY, which is ridiculous. The entry rule change that I propose will help 

alleviate this EXPENSIVE AND WASTEFUL problem to a great extent. 

 
New-Limited Entry Rodeo 

Proposed by Lisa Kaul - I propose that the Limited Rodeos in Texas have a qualifying 

round for at least 10 positions of the rodeo entries for WPRA card members who do not 

otherwise ‘qualify’ for running at the lucrative purses. The current system doesn’t allow 

any way for those of us who have other careers to qualify for the best-paying rodeos in the 

geographical area that we live in. 

 
Proposed by Ann Peterson - The other issue I would like to address is allowing the year  

end circuit champion, and the average winner of each circuit finals to be allowed to enter the 

larger “building rodeos” that are scheduled in winter and early spring each year. Most of these 

rodeos only allow entries from those that place in the top 40 from the previous year, or are 

invite only, or have other criteria required of entrants.  It is a huge honor to win your circuit   

or win the average at your circuit finals. This would be a meaningful reward to those ladies 

who again because of work related obligations, typically cannot haul outside of their circuit or 

cannot enter enough rodeos to have a shot at obtaining a position in the top 40. 

New Minimum 

Proposed by Doreen Wintermute - 1-Rule Proposal - Minimum Rodeo count for the NFR 

should be 50 

 
Proposed by Cindy Gillespie - A contestant must compete at a minimum of 35 rodeos to 

qualify for the NFR. 

 
New Timing 

Proposed by Marlene McRae - Add a new rule: When a go around is completed in one 

session the times will be read in one thousandths. 

Thus less ties. Examples: Short rounds, complete go around in slacks, and NFR rounds all 

fall in this category. 

 
Releases 

Proposed by Lynn Brown - pg. 42 - 9.2 Minor Violations - Releases is 3 per year but 9.3.1.2 

states 4 then 10.7.1.2 states a contestant is allowed 2 releases per year 

- pg 50 - 9.318.7 Day Release: from the first performance for which the release is used...is 

this the performance I am up or if I release the 1st performance of the rodeo is that the 1st 

performance 

- pg. 62 - 10.4.4.1 states (7) days from the first time the release is used. So this just means for 

multiple rodeos? Using same release? Then 10.7.1.4 states the first competition 

 
Rodeo/Competition-Barrel Pattern 

Proposed by Dillon McPherson - 12.11. No barrel pattern is to be set with larger than the 

standard pattern dimensions, unless approved by the WPRA board (maximum of 105 feet 

to 3rd barrel, maximum of 90 feet between 1 and 2, and maximum of 60 feet from timers to 

barrels 1 and 2). The largest pattern the arena size and ground conditions permit should be 

set, up to the standard pattern dimensions. 

 
Rodeo/Competition - Marking Barrels 

Proposed by Martha Wright - In regard to rule 12.12.9 that is worded “When setting 

barrels on the marker, center of barrel shall be positioned over where marker comes out of the 

ground” should be changed to “barrel will be positioned to the INSIDE of the marker”. There 

is absolutely no way to accurately determine if the barrel is centered on the marker because 

you cannot see it. This creates the possibility of inconsistent placement of the barrel not only 

from performance to performance but from runner to runner. It’s time, ladies, to come to the 

present day instead of living in the past. Just because “that’s the way we have always done it” 

doesn’t make it right, fair or accurate. 

 
Proposed by Doreen Wintermute - pg. 87 - 12.12.9 rule proposal - Barrel should be moved 

from the center of the markers to the inside edge of the markers on the outside of the barrel 

 
Rodeo/Competition - Reruns 

Proposed by Carolynn Vietor - pg. 81 - CHANGE WORDING on 12.5.1 If ground 

conditions are such that a rerun would be granted, barrel race should be stopped and 

contestants in all sections affected by the unsafe ground conditions, declared by judges, will 

be granted a rerun when ground conditions are corrected. 

 
Proposed by Dillon McPherson - pg. 81 - 12.5.1 Reruns would not be given on an 

individual basis due to ground conditions. If ground conditions are such that a rerun would  

be granted barrel race should be stopped and all contestants in that section declared by judges 

granted a rerun when ground conditions are corrected. A section is defined as the entire 

performance or entire slack (not just a rake). 

 
Proposed by Rebecca Kenner - pg. 81 - 12.5.1. Reruns would not be given on an individual 

basis due to ground conditions. If ground conditions are such that a rerun would be granted, 

barrel race should be stopped and all contestants in section(s) declared by judges granted a 

rerun when ground conditions are corrected. A section is defined as the maximum number of 

contestants in a performance or slack. Each contestant shall have the option to rerun or keep 

her recorded time. No penalties will be carried over to the rerun. The secretary, judge(s) and 

all other officials shall try to notify contestants of the rerun. However, lack of notification 

shall not be grounds to change the results. 

12.5.1.1. When rerun is given, the time will be set by the judge and the section will run in the 

order originally drawn, with a thirty (30) minute time span if the contestant so desires. 

12.5.1.2. If electric eye and back-up times are missed, contestant shall be granted a re-run per 

12.5.1.1 with no penalties assessed. 

 
Rodeo/Competition - approvals 

Proposed by Lynn Brown - pg. 52 - 10.1 Approvals...14 day window for approval 

but 20.1.3 Divisional Circuit MUST be in office 30 days in advance and 14 days on the 

website. (Do I need to put in a rule change and make DC’s acceptable with 14 day window? 

like rodeos and futurity derby? Or can we make adjustment so there is consistency) 

 
Rodeo/Competition - Eye Set-up 

Proposed by Patti McCutchen - pg. 88 - 13.1.6 Please specify an actual height of timer 

rather than waist high. 

- pg. 88 - 13.1.3 Also, please add “A plum bob may be added to the timer to help with 

consistent direct placement over the timer marker.” 

 
Rodeo/Competition - Same Horse 

Proposed by Carolynn Vietor - pg. 78 DELETE 12.1.4 Two contestants may ride the same 

horse. Also delete 12.1.4.1 

This rule is in direct conflict with 12.7.1 A contestant may not have an exhibition run made by 

another person on her contest horse until all competition runs have been made on that horse. 

Violation will result in a major rule violation. 

 
Rodeo/Competition - Timing 

Proposed by Margo Ransom - pg. 89 - When electric timers are used time the barrel race to 

1,000s instead of 100s 

 
Proposed by Martha Wright - pg. 89 - In regard to rule 13.3.1 that reads “Read out box 

times must be read and recorded by official timer in 100ths of a second. One timer will 

record the times that appear on the electric eye readout. Additional timers will operate the 

backup manual clocks and will record the time shown thereon. They will operate from the 

flag man’s signals, and record the time in tenths of a second” should be changed to “Read 

out box times must be read and recorded in 1000ths of a second. One timer will record the 

times that appear............ They will operate from the flag man’s signals, and record the time in 

HUNDREDTHS of a second”. Professional means we strive to give our contestants the most 

correct and accurate stage to compete on and that also means using the technology available  

to make it correct and accurate. 

 
Rodeo/Competition - Trade 

Proposed by Carolynn Vietor - pg. 64 REINSTATE the free trade rule from 2014 rule book, 

10.6.1.5. Contestants are allowed six (6 or change number) free trades (without another 

conflicting rodeo) per competition year. 

 
Rodeo/Competition - Turn Out 

Proposed by Lynn Brown - pg. 44 - 9.2.4. Contestants TURNED OUT or COMPETING 

at the rodeo must pay entry fees to the rodeo secretary at the rodeo or entry fees must be 

received in the WPRA office by 3:00 PM Mountain Time on the Tuesday following the end of 

the rodeo or there is a $50 fine., 

 
NEW 9.2.4. Contestants TURNED OUT or COMPETING at the rodeo must pay entry fees 

to the rodeo secretary at the rodeo or entry fees must be POSTMARKED by the TUESDAY 

following the end of the rodeo or there is a $50 fine. 

 
This is used in all horse industries, using the postmark date. It saves the contestant from 

having to “pony up” the extra $10 MC/Visa charges that are added to the accounts. The 

office already checks the Postmark date anyway and the snail mail system of the US Post 

office has become increasingly slow. 

 
Roping 

Proposed by Patti McCutchen 

- pg. 125 - Roping Rule 1.6.1 Please put period after shirt. And capitalize J on jeans. 

- pg. 147 - Roping Section 10.4 Please move 10.4.2.1 and renumber to 10.4.1.1 as this 

language goes with rule 10.4.1. 

- pg. 147 - Roping Delete rule 10.4.3 A field flag judge must ask contestants if they want a 

second loop or try. This rule should have been deleted when second loops in calf roping and 

third loops in Team roping were removed. 

- pg. 155 - Roping 12.3.3 Add the word “loop” after only one (1). Typo correction 

- pg. 162 - Roping 14.3.1   Clarify by adding WPRA Rookie of the Year Awards will be 

given to the first year WPRA card/permit or roping card members who have won the most 

money in each of the individual roping events in all WPRA approved and co-approved events. 

- pg. 162 - Roping Reword Rule 14.3.2 WPRA members, who are first year permit 

competitors, are eligible for Rookie Awards in the roping division. 

- New - Please keep the tabled rule proposal about allowing WPRA Junior members to rope 

current. 
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